3.1

Community Resources

3.2

Environmental Justice

3.3

Traffic Noise

3.4

Air Quality

3.5

Transportation Services

3.6

Visual Character/
Aesthetics

3.7

Water Resources

3.8

Vegetation,
Wildlife, and Fish

3.9

Hazardous Materials

3.10

Cultural Resources

3.11

Indirect Effects and
Cumulative Impacts

3.12

Relationship of Local and
Short‐Term Uses Versus
Long‐Term Productivity

3.13

3.14 IRREVERSIBLE AND
IRRETRIEVABLE
COMMITMENTS OF
RESOURCES

Introduction

3.14 Irreversible and Irretrievable
Commitments of Resources
Implementing Alternative 1, 2, or 3 would require NDOT to commit natural, physical, human, and fiscal resources.
The project’s use of nonrenewable resources during and after construction would include fossil fuels for
construction equipment. During construction, vehicles and equipment operating within the construction site would
use fossil fuels and, potentially, alternative forms of energy. Electrical energy would also be used onsite to power
equipment and temporary construction field offices. Fossil fuels and electrical energy would be used to manufacture
the materials and products associated with roadway construction. Materials such as concrete, sand, aggregate, and
steel would be used. These resources are not retrievable; however, the proposed project would not have an adverse
effect on their continued availability. After construction, the project would result in greater fuel efficiency and
improved emissions from vehicles traveling on I-80, I-580, and US 395.
Alternative 1 would require the commitment of more land than Alternative 2 or 3. All three alternatives would
convert land currently used for residential, business, or other uses to transportation right-of-way. Land used for the
proposed project is considered an irreversible commitment during the time it is used for a transportation project.
Should a greater need arise for the use of the land, or if the project is no longer needed, the land could be converted
to another use. Any land acquired for the project and not used for transportation once the project is completed
would be disposed of in accordance with NDOT’s surplus property procedures.
Alternative 1 would be more expensive to build than Alternatives 2 or 3. Constructing any of the three would require
a substantial expenditure of state and federal funds, which are not considered retrievable. Long-term maintenance
costs would also be considered irretrievable.
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